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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 



The Examiner has objected to the drawings as not showing the constant 
numbers of individual fibers as claimed in claim 1 . Fig. 4 has been amended to better 
represent this feature set forth in the specification and the claims that the number of 
individual fibers is constant along the length of the strap. In amended Fig. 4 the portion 
(10) of the strap extending from the smaller end of the tapered portion (12) is the same. 
The descriptions of Figs. 2, 3A, 3B, and 5 have been amended to indicate these 
drawings are "diagrammatic" views of the claimed strap. The descriptions of Figs. 2, 
3A, 3B, 4 and 5 now state that only a few of the fibers in the long second portion of the 
strap shown for clarity. These amendments do not add any additional matter to the 
application inasmuch as the specification refers to the drawings as showing this feature. 

The Examiner has objected to paragraph [0015] of the specification as 
presenting the ratios of certain dimensions in an unconventional manner. The present 
application is based upon a German priority application that presented the ratios in this 
manner, which is apparently acceptable in Germany, but the specification has now 
been amended to present the ratios in a manner that is more standard in the U.S.A. No 
new matter has been introduced by this amendment. 

Claims 5-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite. New claims 21 to 23 are directed to the embodiment of Fig. 5 having two 
fastening portions. The indefinite claims identified by the Examiner have been 
cancelled. Claims 18 and 19 have been amended to present ratios in a more 
conventional manner as recommended by the Examiner. 

The Examiner objected to claims 2 - 4 as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but that these claims would be allowable if rewritten in independent form to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Amended 
claim 1 , and new independent claim 21 , both include the limitations of original claim 2. 
Accordingly, it is believed that the application is now in form and condition for allowance 
and such action by the Examiner is respectfully urged. 
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Amendments to the Drawings 

The attached sheet of drawings includes changes to FIG. 4. This sheet, which includes 
FIGs. 4 and 5, replaces the original sheet including FIGs. 4 and 5. (included changes 
made) 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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